have been unable to depict satisfactorily his multi-sided and often contradictory personality.
Professor Paradis' study attempts a reconstruction of Huxley's intellectual biography within the context of "Victorian culture". Therefore his book does not deal with the "internal" minutiae of Huxley's scientific work, but endeavours to outline his views of the relations involving science, philosophy, and society; quite clearly, this study is along the lines of W. Irvine's well-known Apes, angels and Victorians.
Professor It is indeed a surprise and a scandal that Florey has been given so little credit for the discovery of the therapeutic value of penicillin. Macfarlane's book gives a dispassionate account of the rather sordid proceedings by which Fleming and various friends, some of them at St. Mary's Hospital, put about the idea that the clinical trials had been conducted there. Somehow it even came to be stated that penicillin was produced in London and sent to Oxford for trials, whereas in fact it went in the opposite direction.
It is important to have these sad perversions of the truth corrected. But the book does much more than this. It gives an absorbing account of the development and life of a fascinating personality. Florey's career was a success story from the start. He became a friend of great men such as Sherrington as soon as he arrived in Oxford as a Rhodes Scholar. Departments in Cambridge, London, and Oxford competed to give him jobs. His experimental work continually prospered. Yet he had many difficulties. In spite of his success he was reserved, abrasive, and lonely. He had no personal friends and never used christian names. He was separated for years from his future wife Ethel, who continued her medical studies in Australia. The book gives a very valuable and sympathetic history of the various difficult phases of their relationship. There are quotations from the 150 letters that he wrote to her while they were apart.
The steps by which the clinical value of penicillin were established have of course been related before. But here is an account that is both well documented and highly readable. The author writes objectively although he admits that his aim is to establish Florey's claim.
The book begins with an elementary history of the work of Jenner, Pasteur, and Lister and the development of medical science in Oxford. The last at least is relevant since Florey was involved in the later stages, when Lord Nuffield's benefaction established a "priority of clinicians" (to coin a collective) which was not all to the taste of Florey and other pre-clinical professors.
The author is at his best when following a straightforward narrative, less happy in asides about the progress of the war and other matters. It is an exaggeration to imply that social life at Magdalen was only open to members "of the top four English public schools". But in the main Macfarlane keeps to the facts as recorded by Florey in his letters, or otherwise documented. He has produced a most satisfying addition to the literature about one of the most important of all medical discoveries. GERHARD BOHME, Medizinische Portrats beriuhmter Komponisten, Stuttgart and New York, Fischer Verlag, 1979, 8vo, pp. ix, 191, The word "portraits" in the title indicates that Dr. Bohme aims at well-filled-in biographical sketches of six composers including highlights on their musical creations.
